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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Argument 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 04/05/2010 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Claims 2, 5, 12, 20, 22-23, 32 and 39-47 have been canceled. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-11, 
13-19, 21, 24-31 and 33-38 are currently pending. 

Applicant, on page 2 and page 3, lines 4-10 of the remark, argues that Sim et al do not 
discuss, in any way, presenting an indication of receipt of a received electronic message for use 
by a user of the apparatus to identify a sender according to an identification stored in a record of 
the telephone. However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Firstly, Kamimura discloses all limitations in the claims. But, Kamimura does not 
disclose wherein the identification is not displayed. Therefore, the Examiner relied on Sim et al, 
which teaches the mobile station receives messages without displaying the name of the sender 
(identification ) of the messages (see col. 3, lines 52-55). Based upon the cited text, it is obvious 
that the receiving message includes the identification of the sender of the message, but without 
displaying the identification of the sender of the message. 

Secondly, in response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based 
on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In 
re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Applicant, on page 2 and page 3, lines 4-10 of the remark, argues that Moreover, even if 
that were not the case, the motivation suggested by the Examiner, i.e., in order to prevent the 
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exposure of the identification of a person to a third party, would not have occurred to one of 
ordinary skill in the art because there is no mention of such a problem in either of the two 
references and the question would be why would they want to do that except by reference to 
hindsight in view of the present disclosure. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art . See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2dl596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 05/24/20 lOhave 
been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1, 3, 8-11, 13-19, 21, 27, 29-31 and 33-37are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kamimura (Pub. No: 20020094806) in view of Sim et al. (U.S. 
6771974). 

Regarding claim 1, Kamimura discloses a communication apparatus comprising: 

a controller (control unit 100, Fig. 1) ([0024] and [0051]. Kamimura discloses in 
paragraph 24 that the radio communication apparatus comprises a control unit 10); 

an interface (antenna 11 and/or receiver 13, Fig. 1), configure to receive an electronic 
message ([0025]-[0026], [0052] and [0070]. Kamimura discloses in paragraph 25 and 26 that the 
radio communication apparatus comprises an antenna 11 and receiver 13 for receiving signal 
(receiving message) from the mobile radio communication network); 

a display (display unit 71, Fig. 1) ([0047]. Kamimura discloses the radio communication 
apparatus comprises a display unit 70 for displaying the phone number and receiving messages); 
and 

memory (memory 60, Fig. 1) ([0039]. Kamimura discloses the radio communication 
apparatus comprises a memory unit 60 which includes telephone directory 60a and image 
memory 60b), 

wherein said electronic message has a control data portion and a message data portion, 
the control data portion including a telephone number for a mobile telecommunication system 
([0078] and [0092]. Kamimura discloses the received message includes email address and phone 
number. However, the received message include email body/data portion) 

wherein said memory (60, Fig. 1) is configured to store a directory (directory 60a Fig. 1, 
[0040]), said directory comprising at least on record, said record comprising an identification of 
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a person (name), a telephone number (telephone number/caller ID), and an association (image 
pattern number is to provide an association between the phone number and image) between the 
telephone number (telephone number/caller ID) and at least on predefined icon (memory 60 
includes an image memory 60b which stores images, Fig. 1), said at least one predefined icon 
also being stored in the memory (memory 60 includes an image memory 60b which stores 
images) ([0040]-[0041], [0060] and [0078] to [0081]. Kamimura discloses the radio 
communication apparatus comprises a memory 60 which includes a telephone directory which 
stores a plurality of data sets including a name, a telephone number, e-mail address, image 
pattern numbers, a ring tone number, a background color number, and a vibrating pattern. 
Additionally, the memory 60 includes an image memory 60b which stores images corresponding 
to each image pattern number), and 

wherein said controller (control unit 100) is configured to extract the telephone number 
(telephone number/caller ID) included in the control data portion of the electronic message 
(received message), matching the telephone number with one telephone number stored in the 
memory (memory 60, Fig. 1), and to present a matching icon (image) associated with said 
telephone number if any, on said is play to indicate receipt of said received electronic message 
wherein said displayed matching icon (image) is for use by a user of the apparatus to identify a 
sender of the electronic message according to the identifier of the person stored with the 
telephone number in the ([0078]-[0081] and [0092]. Kamimura discloses in paragraph 78 and 92 
that the control unit 100 detects an e-mail address/telephone number in the received incoming 
message signal. The control unit 100 retrieves personal data from the telephone directory 60a 
corresponding (matching) to caller ID (telephone number/email address) information associated 
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with the received incoming message signal (the personal data includes the detected e-mail 
address or phone number). If matching, the display unit 71 displays the data including the email 
address and the image (icon). Additionally, Kamimura discloses in paragraph 87 that the images 
are set corresponding to a phone number in the telephone directory. Therefore, the radio 
communication apparatus can help a user identify a caller easily by looking at the displayed 
images. 




However, Kamimura does not disclose wherein said identification is not display. 

In the same field of endeavor, Sim et al. disclose wherein said identification (name) is not 
display (Col. 3, lines 52-55. Sim et al. disclose that the display unit only displays the content of 
the received message without indicating the name of the sender of the received message). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including wherein said 
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identification is not display, as taught by Sim et al., the motivation being in order to prevent to 
expose the identification of a person to a third party. 

Regarding claim 3, Kamimura disclose all the limitations in claim 1. Further, Kamimura 
discloses the apparatus wherein said electronic message is an SMS or MMS message ([0052], 
wherein an incoming message signal can include text messages, e-mail messages, short 
messages, video messages, and multimedia messages). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said controller is 
configured to enhance the presentation of the or each presented icon with one or more of the 
following visual effects: animation, scrolling, morphing, flashing and changing colors ([0063], 
wherein the user can set personal background colors with the images and further in paragraph 
0089 wherein the user can set a company or school icon to indicate the calling party). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein the directory 
comprises a phonebook, an address book or a contact book ([0012] and Fig. 2 illustrate a 
memory data table stores in telephone directory), wherein the association (image pattern number 
is to provide an association between phone number and image) between the telephone number 
and the at least one predefined icon is stored in an entry in said phonebook, address book or 
contact book ([0039] to [0044]. Kamimura discloses in the Abstract that the telephone directory 
60a stores image pattern numbers). 
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Regarding claim 10, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 9. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein the association 
comprises a link to an image file, which is stored outside of said phonebook entry, address book 
entry or contact book entry (image pattern number corresponds to each images which stores in 
the image memory 60b) but inside said memory ([0045]. Kamimura discloses image pattern 
numbers corresponds to each images which stores in the image memory 60b and the directory 
memory 60a comprises a phonebook, an address book or a contact book ([0012] and Fig. 2 
illustrate a memory data table stores in telephone directory), and which contains image data that 
defines the or each predefined icon ([0045]. Kamimura disclose wherein image pattern number 
corresponds to each image). 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 9. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein the association 
comprises image data that defines the or each predefined icon and is stored in said phonebook 
entry, address book entry or contact book entry ([0040] to [0045]. Kamimura discloses in the 
Abstract that the directory 60a stores image pattern numbers which correspond to each image). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the apparatus further comprising an 
element (key unit 72 and/or I/F interface 80) for adding a new icon to said memory, and element 
for generating in said memory a new association between said new icon and a telephone number 
in a record in the directory (Abstract and [0045] to [0046]. At the time the user purchases the 
radio communication apparatus (see Fig. 1), there is no name, telephone number and image of 
the received message party in the telephone directory 60a and image memory 60b. Then the user 
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of the radio communication apparatus adds the name, telephone number and image of the 
received message party into the telephone directory 60a and image memory 60b via user 
interface 70 and radio unit respectively. Therefore, the radio communication apparatus allows 
the user to add new icons and phone number into the telephone directory 60a and image memory 
60b respectively in order to identify a caller easily by looking at the display unit). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 13. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said means for 
adding a new icon comprises an image editor in said apparatus ([0045] to [0046], wherein the 
user may add new icons by downloading via radio unit 10, external interface or camera). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 13. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said means for 
adding a new icon comprises a communications interface of said communication apparatus 
([0045] to [0046], wherein the user may add new icons by downloading via radio unit 10, 
external interface or camera). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 15. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said 
communications interface is at least one of : a serial interface; a short-range supplementary radio 
data interface; a WAP compatible interface; and an RF interface for a mobile 
telecommunications system ([0045] to [0046], wherein the user may add new icons by 
downloading via radio unit 10, external interface or camera. The radio unit 10 includes antenna 
11, receiver 13 and transmitter 15). 
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Regarding claim 17, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 15. Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said 
communications interface is the same as said interface adapted to receive an electronic message 
(see fig. 1 and [0024] to [0025] and [0045], wherein the user transmits/receives incoming 
message via radio unit 10 which includes antenna 11, receiver 13 and transmitter 15). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . Further, Kamimura discloses the apparatus wherein said communication 
apparatus is a portable telecommunication apparatus (Fig. 1, [0023] to [0024]). 

Regarding claim 19, Kamimura discloses a method, comprising: 

receiving an electronic message, said electronic message having a control data portion 
and a message data portion, the control data portion including a telephone number for a mobile 
telecommunication system ([0078] and [0092]. Kamimura discloses in paragraph 78 that the 
control unit 100 of the radio communication apparatus (show in Fig. 1) receives incoming 
message and in paragraph 92 that the receive message includes email address and/or telephone 
number. However, the received message include email body/data portion) 

extracting the telephone number (telephone number/caller ID) from the control data 
portion of the electronic message (received message) ([0078]-[0081] and [0092]. Kamimura 
discloses the control unit 100 detects an e-mail address/phone number in the received incoming 
message signal), 

matching the telephone number with one telephone number stored in a directory, said 
directory comprising at least on record, said record comprising an identification of a person 
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(name), a telephone number (telephone number), and an association (image pattern number) 
between said telephone number (telephone number) and at least on predefined icon (image) 
([0040]-[0041], [0060] and [0078] to [0081]. Kamimura discloses in the Abstract and paragraph 
12 that the radio communication apparatus comprises a telephone directory which stores a 
plurality of data sets including a name, a telephone number, e-mail address, image pattern 
numbers, a ring tone number, a background color number, and a vibrating pattern. An image 
memory stores images corresponding to each image pattern number); and 

displaying a matching icon, if any, that associates with the telephone number ([0078]- 
[0081] and [0092]. Kamimura discloses in paragraph 78 and 92 that the control unit 100 detects 
an e-mail address/telephone number in the received incoming message signal. The control unit 
100 retrieves personal data from the telephone directory 60a corresponding (matching) to caller 
ID (telephone number/email address) information associated with the received incoming 
message signal (the personal data includes the detected e-mail address or phone number). If 
matching, the display unit 71 displays the data including the email address and the image (icon); 

wherein said displayed matching icon is for use by a user of the apparatus to identify a 
sender of the electronic message according to the identification of the person stored with the 
telephone number in the record ([0078]-[0081] and [0092]. Kamimura discloses in paragraph 78 
and 92 that the control unit 100 detects an e-mail address/telephone number in the received 
incoming message signal. The control unit 100 retrieves personal data from the telephone 
directory 60a corresponding (matching) to caller ID (telephone number/email address) 
information associated with the received incoming message signal (the personal data includes the 
detected e-mail address or phone number). If matching, the display unit 71 displays the data 



Application/Control Number: 10/533,245 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2617 

including the email address and the image (icon). Additionally, Kamimura discloses in 
paragraph 87 that the images are set corresponding to a phone number in the telephone directory. 
Therefore, the radio communication apparatus can help a user identify a caller easily by looking 
at the displayed images. 

However, Kamimura does not disclose wherein said identification is not display. 

In the same field of endeavor, Sim et al. disclose wherein said identification (name) is not 
display (Col. 3, lines 52-55. Sim et al. disclose that the display unit only displays the content of 
the received message without indicating the name of the sender of the received message). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including wherein said 
identification is not display, as taught by Sim et al., the motivation being in order to prevent to 
expose the identification of a person to a third party. 

Regarding claim 21, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein said electronic 
message is an SMS or MMS message ([0052], wherein an incoming message signal can include 
text messages, e-mail messages, short messages, video messages, and multimedia messages) 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the method wherein the displaying of 
the or each matching is enhance with one or more of the following visual effects: animation, 
scrolling, morphing, flashing and changing colors ([0063], wherein the user can set personal 
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background colors with the images and furthermore in paragraph 0089 wherein the user can set a 
company or school icon to indicate the calling party). 

Regarding claim 29, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the method wherein the directory 
comprises a phonebook, an address book or a contact book ([0012] and Fig. 2 illustrate a 
memory data table stores in telephone directory), wherein the association (image pattern number 
is to provide an association between phone number and image) between the telephone number 
and the at least one predefined icon is stored in a phonebook entry, an address book entry or a 
contact book ([0039] to [0044]. Kamimura discloses in the Abstract that the telephone directory 
60a stores image pattern numbers). 

Regarding claim 30, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 29. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein the association 
comprises a link to an image file, which is stored outside of said phonebook entry, address book 
entry or contact book entry ([0045]. Kamimura discloses image pattern numbers corresponds to 
each images which stores in the image memory 60b and the directory memory 60a comprises a 
phonebook, an address book or a contact book ([0012] and Fig. 2 illustrate a memory data table 
stores in telephone directory), and which contains image data that defines the or each predefined 
icon ([0045]. Kamimura disclose wherein image pattern number corresponds to each image). 

Regarding claim 31, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 29. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein the association 
comprises image data that defines the or each predefined icon and is stored in said phonebook 
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entry, address book entry or contact book entry ([0040] to [0045]. Kamimura discloses in the 
Abstract that the directory 60a stores image pattern numbers which correspond to each image). 

Regarding claim 33, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. Furthermore, Kamimura discloses the method further comprising adding 
a new icon and generating a new association between said new icon and a telephone number in a 
record in the directory (Abstract and [0045] to [0046]. At the time the user purchases the radio 
communication apparatus (see Fig. 1), there is no name, telephone number and image of the 
received message party in the telephone directory 60a and image memory 60b. Then the user of 
the radio communication apparatus adds the name, telephone number and image of the received 
message party into the telephone directory 60a and image memory 60b via user interface 70 and 
radio unit respectively. Therefore, the radio communication apparatus allows the user to add 
new icons and phone number into the telephone directory 60a and image memory 60b 
respectively in order to identify a caller easily by looking at the display unit). 

Regarding claim 34, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 33. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein said adding is proceed 
by generating said new icon locally by way of an image editor ([0045] to [0046], wherein the 
user may add new icons by downloading, external interface or camera) 

Regarding claim 35, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 34. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein said adding is proceed 
by generating said new icon through communications interface ([0045] to [0046], wherein the 
user may add new icons by downloading via radio unit 10, external interface or camera) 
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Regarding claim 36, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 35. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein said communications 
interface is at least one of : a serial interface; a short-range supplementary radio data interface; a 
WAP compatible interface; and an RF interface for a mobile telecommunications system ([0045] 
to [0046], wherein the user may add new icons by downloading via radio unit 10, external 
interface or camera. The radio unit 10 includes antenna 1 1, receiver 13 and transmitter 15). 

Regarding claim 37, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 36. Further, Kamimura discloses the method wherein said communications 
interface is the same as said interface adapted to receive an electronic message (sec fig. 1 and 
[0024] to [0025] and [0045], wherein the user transmits/receives incoming message via radio 
unit 10 which includes antenna 11, receiver 13 and transmitter 15). 

5. Claims 4 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamimura (Pub. No: 20020094806) in view of Sim et al. (U.S. 6771974) and further in view of 
Smith et al. (U.S. 6333973). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose the 
apparatus wherein said telecommunication system is one of the following: Global System for 
Mobile communications (GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), 
Digital Advanced Mobile Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 
(CDMA2000). 
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In the same field of endeavor, Smith et al. disclose the apparatus wherein said 
telecommunication system is one of the following: Global System for Mobile communications 
(GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Digital Advanced Mobile 
Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 (CDMA2000) (col. 1, lines 
45-55 and col. 3, lines 48 to col. 4, lines 64. Smith et al. disclose that a network services 
provider 1200 stores many of the messages awaiting retrieval by the user and notifies the user of 
the pending messages. Subscriber mobile telephone 1100 and caller equipment 1300 through 
1700 communicate with network services provider 1200 over a communications network, such 
as Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) switching fabric 1 800). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including said 
telecommunication system is one of the following: Global System for Mobile communications 
(GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Digital Advanced Mobile 
Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 (CDMA2000), as taught by 
Smith et al, the motivation being in order to provide transmitting or receiving message from and 
to a user. 

Regarding claim 38, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose 
the method wherein a telecommunication apparatus is configured to perform the method, said 
communication apparatus is a portable telecommunication apparatus, and wherein the apparatus 
is used as a mobile terminal for one or more of the following: Global System for Mobile 
communications (GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Digital 
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Advanced Mobile Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 
(CDMA2000). 

In the same field of endeavor, Smith et al. disclose the method wherein a 
telecommunication apparatus is configured to perform the method, said communication 
apparatus is a portable telecommunication apparatus, and wherein the apparatus is used as a 
mobile terminal for one or more of the following: Global System for Mobile communications 
(GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Digital Advanced Mobile 
Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 (CDMA2000) (col. 1, lines 
45-55 and col. 3, lines 48 to col. 4, lines 64. Smith et al. disclose that a network services 
provider 1200 stores many of the messages awaiting retrieval by the user and notifies the user of 
the pending messages. Subscriber mobile telephone 1100 and caller equipment 1300 through 
1700 communicate with network services provider 1200 over a communications network, such 
as Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) switching fabric 1 800). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the method 
wherein a telecommunication apparatus is configured to perform the method, said 
communication apparatus is a portable telecommunication apparatus, and wherein the apparatus 
is used as a mobile terminal for one or more of the following: Global System for Mobile 
communications (GSM), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Digital 
Advanced Mobile Phone System (D-AMPS) or Code Division Multiple Access 2000 
(CDMA2000), as taught by Smith et al., the motivation being in order to provide transmitting or 
receiving message from and to a user. 
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6. Claims 6 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamimura (Pub. No: 20020094806) in view of Sim et al. (U.S. 6771974) and further in view of 
Burns et al. (Pub. No: 20020126146) 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose the 
apparatus wherein said controller is configured to simultaneously present a plurality of matching 
icons on said display to indicate a corresponding plurality of received messages. 

In the same field of endeavor, Burns et al. disclose the apparatus wherein said controller 
is configured to simultaneously present a plurality of matching icons on said display to indicate a 
corresponding plurality of received messages ([0019]. In figure. IB, it shows the received 
messages sent from Heather and Dean Kelly at the same time (6:07P)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the apparatus 
wherein said controller is configured to simultaneously present a plurality of matching icons on 
said display to indicate a corresponding plurality of received messages, as taught by Burns et al, 
the motivation being in order to allow the user to know who is the sender is and the time the 
message is received. 

Regarding claim 24, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose the 
method performed repeatedly for a plurality of received message, so that a corresponding 
plurality of matching icons, if any are display simultaneously. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Burns et al. disclose the method performed repeatedly for a 
plurality of received message, so that a corresponding plurality of matching icons, if any are 
display simultaneously ([0019]. The Figure. IB shows the received messages sent from Heather 
and Dean Kelly at the same time (6:07P)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the method 
performed repeatedly for a plurality of received message, so that a corresponding plurality of 
matching icons, if any are display simultaneously, as taught by Burns et al, the motivation being 
in order to allow the user to know who is the sender is and the time the message is received. 

Regarding claim 25, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1 . However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose the 
method performed repeatedly for a plurality of received message, so that only the last received 
message irrespective of sender is indicate by its matching icon, if any. 

In the same field of endeavor, Burns et al. disclose the method performed repeatedly for a 
plurality of received message, so that only the last received message irrespective of sender is 
indicate by its matching icon, if any ([0019] and [0020]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the method 
performed repeatedly for a plurality of received message, so that only the last received message 
irrespective of sender is indicate by its matching icon, if any, as taught by Burns et al, the 
motivation being in order to allow the user to know who is the sender is and the time the 
message is received. 
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7. Claims 7 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamimura (Pub. No: 20020094806) in view of Sim et al. (U.S. 6771974) and further in view of 
Imamura et al. (Pub. No.: 20020091774). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 1. However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose the 
apparatus wherein said controller is configured to display, for each presented matching icon, a 
numeric indicator to indicate a current number of unread messages received from a respective 
sender associated with each presented matching icon. 

In the same field of endeavor, Imamura et al. disclose the apparatus wherein said 
controller is configured to display, for each presented matching icon, a numeric indicator to 
indicate a current number of unread messages received from a respective sender associated with 
each presented matching icon (Fig. 6, [0053]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the apparatus 
wherein said controller is configured to display, for each presented matching icon, a numeric 
indicator to indicate a current number of unread messages received from a respective sender 
associated with each presented matching icon, as taught by Imamura et al, the motivation being 
in order to notify the user that new e-mails have been received. 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose 
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the method performed repeatedly for a plurality of received messages so that each displayed 
matching icon, if any, is provided with a numeric indicator to indicate the current number of 
unread messages received from the sender associated with the displayed matching icon. 

In the same field of endeavor, Imamura et al. disclose the method performed repeatedly 
for a plurality of received messages so that each displayed matching icon, if any, is provided 
with a numeric indicator to indicate the current number of unread messages received from the 
sender associated with the displayed matching icon (Fig. 6, [0053]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the method 
performed repeatedly for a plurality of received messages so that each displayed matching icon, 
if any, is provided with a numeric indicator to indicate the current number of unread messages 
received from the sender associated with the displayed matching icon, as taught by Imamura et 
al, the motivation being in order to notify the user that new e-mails have been received. 

8. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kamimura (Pub. 
No: 20020094806) in view of Sim et al. (U.S. 6771974) and further in view of Hsu (U.S. 
5907604). 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. disclose all the 
limitations in claim 19. However, the combination of Kamimura and Sim et al. do not disclose 
the method wherein a default icon is displayed on to indicate said received electronic message, in 
case no matching icon has been determined. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Kamimura discloses the method wherein a default icon is 
displayed on to indicate said received electronic message, in case no matching icon has been 
determined (col. 6, lines 44-53) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Kamimura by specifically including the method 
wherein a default icon is displayed on to indicate said received electronic message, in case no 
matching icon has been determined, as taught by Hsu, the motivation being in order to inform the 
user there is an incoming call and the user determines whether to allow the call to go through or 
block the call. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-7687. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Dai A Phuong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
Date: 06/18/10 



